[Case report of atropine poisoning, after accidental ingestion of 500mg atropine sulfate].
A case report of atropine intoxication, after the accidental ingestion of 500mg atropine sulfate is presented. The patient was a 58 year old male. Atropine sulfate 0.5mg p.o. was prescribed but inadvertently 500mg was dispensed by the pharmacy. Within 1 hour of ingestion, the patient became unconscious and was admitted to Saint Luke's International Hospital. Unresponsive to verbal and tactile stimuli with a significant decrease in response to painful stimuli, respiratory suppression, and mydriasis were evident. The serum concentration of atropine at the time of admission (4 hour after ingestion) was 244 ng/mL. He was treated in our ICU and placed under sedation utilizing in a Propofol and Fentanyl intravenously. Ventilator control, ECG monitoring and intravenous fluid support was provided. Three days after admission, the patient's level of consciousness improved. After 5 days, he was transferred to a general ward. Upon discharge, only mild diplopia remained as a sequela of the intoxication. The patient was followed in the outpatient department and his health returned to pre-ingestion level. Clinically, the diagnosis of atropine intoxication is difficult to make. If information regarding atropine ingestion is not readily available, adequate respiratory support, circulatory monitoring and proper symptomatic treatment are necessary to ensure recovery.